Heirs of the Symbolists
belief that repetition is clarifying, results in what Wyndham
Lewis has called *a sort of gargantuan mental stutter'. Her
occasional flashes of irony would make her work amusing if it
were not so tedious. It is significant that she has had so strong
an influence on writers like Hemingway and Sherwood Ander-
son, and no influence on poets. The few who enjoy her, like
Edith Sitwell and the Scots poet, C. W. Grieve, who goes by
the name of Hugh MacDiarmid, never imitate her, and seem
to admire her for what she is not doing: Miss Sitwell for her
ability to make words do what they have never done before,
MacDiarmid for showing the futility of average cerebration,
On the contrary, Miss Stein approaches words with the excite-
ment of a child to whom grammar is a discovery, and the
futility of much of her work is the result of her own intellectual
poverty. She has some nice insights, as when she observes,
'In the midst of our happiness we were very pleased', but the
proper response to her performance may be found in Scene
Vlll from her own mocking and relatively lucid production:
I Like It To Be A Play:
You were astonished by me.
All of us complain.
You were astonished by me.
Don't you interested trying.
Don't you interested trying to stammer.
No indeed I do not
She can regard herself humorously, but she is incapable of
sensitiveness to anything outside hereself. "When, in her auto-
biography, she describes her friend Elmer making Captain
Peter 'admit that it was a nice war5, it is plain that she feels
this to be 'a great triumph'. In the face of this egocentric
callousness, astonishment and complaint are equally ir-
relevant.
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